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Forensics and Scholarship 


DR. ALBERT H. BURROWS 


Chadron State Teachers College, Nebraska Eta 
ow 


The ever lengthening list of outstanding personages who are also 
former Pi Kappa Delta participants seems to leave little doubt as to 
the value of forensics as far as success in post-college life is concerned. 
Probably, any list of Who’s Who in Colleges would also show that for- 
ensie activity and college leadership are 
closely correlated. But the question 
arises, What is the relationship of foren- 
sie participation to scholarship as meas- 
ured in college courses? Does the time 
spent in debate preparation and on for- 
ensic trips detract from the mastery of 
subject matter as taught and measured 
in the typical college curriculum? This 
problem will be approached first from 
the viewpoint of logical analysis and 
next from that of factual data supplied 
by colleges which have Pi Kappa Delta 
chapters. 

Speech is an art. Debate is a combi- 
nation of the art of speech and the sci- 
ence of logic. Whether one follows the 
‘*Bow-wow,’’ the ‘‘Pooh-Pooh,’’ or the 


‘*Ding-Dong’’ theory of the origin of DR. BURROWS 
language, there is universal agreement 

that ‘‘learning to talk’’ represents the 

child’s earliest mental relationship with the world. Likewise, relative 
to the racial experience, man became ‘‘Man the Wise’’ as he devel- 
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oped the art of speech. Brutes remained without a language—dumb. 

Forensics require the highest degree of perfection and development 
of this civilizing and educative tool—speech. To be efficient in for- 
ensics one can not be slovenly in his word choice and thinking. He 
must think with a high degree of accuracy and choose his word sym- 
bols with the highest degree of nuance. This demand for exacting 
finesse should react beneficially upon scholarship. Under tutelage 
of such an exacting discipline, one should develop a high degree of 
articulate exactitude relative to his ideas and conclusions. Slovenly 
and careless speaking, writing, or thinking soon become an anath- 
ema. 

But careful and exact choice of word symbols must be accompanied 
by a logical, organized arrangement in order to portray scholarly 
thinking. Thus, the science of logic, which might well be termed the 
‘*seience of thinking’’ or the ‘‘science of accurate deduction,’’ be- 
comes of supreme importance. Most high school and even college 
students receive no formal training in this important discipline. 


The forensic field is based upon the ability to think consistently 
and non-fallaciously. No debater should ever be guilty of any of 
the many examples of the fallacies of begging the question, non- 
sequitor, or argument beside the point. The forensic participant 
should become intelligently critical both of his own deductions and 
those of others because he knows the several technical tests of the 
soundness of categorical, disjunctive, and hypothetical syllogisms. 
He is aided in accuracy of thinking by his knowledge of the various 
tests of arguments from generalization, classification, authority, 
causal relationship, induction, and analogy. Certainly this training 
in consistent and logical thinking should be a sine qua non for in- 
telligent deductions in the fields of the physical and social sciences 
as well as in the various arts, including that greatest of arts—the 
art of living. 

The suecessful forensic student has learned that no perfection of 
the speech art nor proficiency in the technique of logie can bring 
victory unless accompanied by thorough research. In other classes 
one may study the texts selected, reference books, and class notes and 
pass magna cum laude. But to be successful in debate one must have 
the attitude of research. The ‘‘lesson’’ is never completed in debate. 
One must literally attempt to know everything about the problem un- 
der discussion. This means RESEARCH, RESEARCH, and RE- 
SEARCH. The development of such an attitude of research should 
prove of inestimable value to thoroughness of study in all subjects. 

Furthermore, the necessity for clarity of understanding and sim- 
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plicity of statement so essential in debate should forever prevent any- 
one who has been trained in debate from stopping with a hazy, half 
understanding of any problem or datum in any other field. The de- 
bater must understand perfectly in order to portray clearly and sim- 
ply. This necessity for a complete subjective understanding should 
prevent any mere memoriter or parroting process from ever again 
satisfying the mind of a debater. The text book ‘‘cadaver’’ must 
become the mental flesh and blood of the debater and be reproduced 
in his own word symbols. Such an attitude should prove very valu- 
able mental capital in all fields of study. 

Word exactitude, logical technique, the spirit of research, and thor- 
ough understanding should each make a major indirect contribution 
to scholarship in every field. But the contribution of debate to 
scholarship in other fields should also be of outstanding import be- 
cause of the direct ‘‘carry over’’ of content or subject matter. It 
seems trite to mention that if perfection in the use of language is the 
objective of the study of English, then forensics should inevitably 
serve as a valuable laboratory adjunct to the English department. 
That this point of view is widely held is evidenced by the fact that 
forensies are so frequently placed in the department of English. 

However important forensic activity may be in the use of lan- 
guage, it is also of supreme consequence in two other major divisions 
of study—the physical and the social sciences. This fact may be illus- 
trated by noticing the content or the nature of the last five National 
Pi Kappa Delta debate questions: 1935-6, limiting the power of the 
Supreme Court to override laws of Congress; 1936-7, the power of 
the National Labor Relations Board; 1937-8, the Wage-Hour Law; 
1938-9, governmental pump-priming; 1939-40, isolation from the 
wars of the Eastern Hemisphere. 

The first four of these questions demand a thorough training in 
the social sciences of economies, political science, sociology, law, his- 
tory, geography, and psychology, if the latter two are classified here 
rather than among the physical sciences. The current question, as 
was true in 1934-5, is one involving both the social and physical sci- 
ences; e. g., one must have a thorough acquaintance with both the 
present and potential physical output of goods and natural resources 
in the some seventy countries of the world. He must know the chem- 
ical possibilities in the realm of the synthetic production of natural 
resource substitutes. And. as is always true, one must have a funda- 
mental social science background. One must know the economies of 
international trade, finance and exchange, the theories and influence 
of monetary and credit manipulation on the prosperity and depres- 





36 THE FORENSIC OF 


sion phases of business cycles, international law, the history and prac- 
tice of international relations and diplomacy, the causes of war— 
racial, diplomatic, sociological, economic, historical, psychological, and 
personal. Certainly, the direct ‘‘earry over’’ of content or subject 
matter from the study of this debate question to the various social 
and physical sciences is not in itself subject for debate. 

‘*Money produces Money,’’ Aristotle to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing, ‘‘suecess breeds success,’’ ‘‘achievement produces achievement,’’ 
everyone sees his ‘‘looking-glass self.’’ Any success in the field of 
forensic intellectual competition gives the student the general feeling 
of achievement and justifiable pride and confidence in himself that is 
most essential to suecess. Such a self-confidence is necessary to the 
mastery of any subject. Many students can not master mathematics 
because they think the subject matter is too difficult for their abili- 
ties. A measurable degree of success in forensic competition will con- 
tribute to the creation of the confidence in one’s own ability that is 
necessary to scholastic achievement. Scholarship is aided further by 
the pride that is developed and the recognition that is secured through 
forensic success. Such recognition and the desire to maintain this 
new found status is responsible for the further increased expenditure 
of mental effort in order to maintain and extend the recognition and 
social status that has been achieved. This achievement of the indi- 
vidual and his recognition by the group and a lifting of his scholar- 
ship status is a major contribution of competitive forensics. 

The author, with the cooperation of colleges and universities having 
chapters of Pi Kappa Delta, has tested theory by the following fac- 
tual data: 

Thirteen chapters stated the exact number and scholarship level 
of campus organizations and the scholarship rank of the Pi Kappa 
Delta chapter. The average number of organizations in the several 
colleges was twelve and the forensic organization never ranked be- 
low third place and had an average rank of 2.25. From other chap- 
ters reporting in more general terms as to their scholarship rank, 
were statements such as, ‘‘Pi Kappa Delta has ranked at the top in 
scholarship for the last five years,’’ ‘‘Pi Kappa Delta has been at 
the top of the list,’’ ‘‘More than half of the members of our chapter 
of Pi Kappa Delta, during the past four years, have also been mem- 
bers of Phi Beta Kappa,’’ ‘‘Pi Kappa Delta has ranked highest in 
scholastic level except for a very small group of creative writers.’’ 
In no instance was a Pi Kappa Delta chapter reported that was not 
the highest or nearly so in scholarship. 

The individual members of seven Pi Kappa Delta chapters re- 
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ported forensics as causal to scholarship; 35% reported that debate 
makes a greater contribution to their scholarship than any other 
subject ; 57% more placed debate among the upper 10% of studies 
relative to its contribution to scholarship ; and only 7% placed debate 
lower than the upper 10%. Furthermore, 59% of the membership 
of the same chapters reported forensics as, ‘‘having made a greater 
contribution than any other subject to their ability to function as 
citizens,’’ and the other 41% placed debate among the upper 10% 
of subjects. Thus the limited data indicate that the participants in 
forensic activity think that it makes a supreme contribution to their 
general scholarship in other fields and to their ability to function 
as citizens. 

The data secured from the several registrars were much more com- 
plete than those already presented. Data were secured from fifty- 
three colleges and universities in which the Pi Kappa Delta scholar- 
ship was compared to the scholarship of the student body for the year 
1938-9. In only one instance was the Pi Kappa Delta scholarship 
lower than the average for the student body and in one it was exactly 
equal to the average for the student body. Six of the schools reported 
the grades in numerical terms. The Pi Kappa Delta was six percent 
superior in three instances, five percent in one, seven percent in one, 
and eleven percent in the other instance. In the other forty-five col- 


leges and universities which reported in terms of grade points, Pi 
Kappa Delta surpassed the college average by the following percent- 
ages: 


12 18 24 28 33 40 45 51 71 
12 19 24 29 34 41 45 58 77 
13 21 25 30 35 43 50 60 91 
14 21 26 31 35 44 50 62 123 
15 24 28 31 40 tt 50 70 127 


These data show that the Pi Kappa Delta members exceeded the 
average of the school scholarship by 41% and by a median percentage 
of 35*. These data appear conclusive that Pi Kappa Delta members 
excel the average student in scholarship just as they surpassed most 
of the several campus organizations in grades. 

Are forensics cause or effect relative to scholarship? Certainly, 
this article does not claim to have proved irrevocably that forensics 


*It should be noted that these data are based on grade points and should not be 
interpreted as representing an exactly corresponding numerical grade percentage. 
It is possible that the grade of the average college student is frequently just below 
the mark where an additional grade point is added and that the Pi Kappa Delta 
member has grades just above this same mark, thereby giving a grade point percent- 
age much superior to the numerical percentage. 
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Illinois Wesleyan Speech Clinic 


‘‘After three years’ experimentation the Annual Speech Clinic of 
Illinois Wesleyan University, Bloomington, Illinois, is an approxi- 
mate success,’’ says Carl Wilson, director of forensics at Wesleyan. 

‘*A clinic, not a contest’’ was the philosophy motivating Professor 
Wilson B. Paul, head of the Wesleyan speech department, when he 
initiated the first invitational meeting in November, 1937. ‘‘ Ratings 
are to be used merely as measuring sticks’’ stated Mr. Paul. 

‘*This clinie held early in the season is unique,’’ the originator 
stated, ‘‘because it gives intercollegiate oratorical experience to a 
large number of students from each school, it gives beginning orators 
intercollegiate experience, and it gives students constructive criti- 
cism from several judges.’’ 

Thirty orators and 25 extempore speakers from 11 colleges regis- 
tered in 1937. Four rounds, of four divisions, were held for both 
experienced and inexperienced orators. Three rounds, of five di- 
visions, were held for extempore speakers, who drew topies centering 
upon the Pi Kappa Delta official debate question. Three judges, 
—qxqx*_=KczKKK=$—=L—L —_=_ i i ——_———_@a@ai_=_{={=_=&=£=£=£=£E£EEEEEE{{{[ZK[KK="’ 
are all cause and no effect relative to scholarship. However, it 
does seem reasonable to accept as an hypothesis the proposition that 
forensic activity is a major cause of scholarship. The logical analysis 
in this article supports the acceptance of such an hypothesis. The 
factual and objective data from the cooperating colleges and univer- 
sities in over twenty states support the same thesis. The Forensic 
and similar magazines carry testimonials by the score stating that 
forensic activity was responsible to a major extent for the mental 
awakening of the individual. During the past five years out of the 
nine different men on the varsity debate team with which the writer 
is acquainted, seven have attended graduate school and the other two 
are making similar plans. This scholarly ambition is repeated among 
debaters in various colleges. Furthermore, it is probable that many 
of the most outstanding forensic participants began their participa- 
tion in high school and have maintained that activity throughout their 
high school and college careers. The fact that the very best debaters 
from high school and college also appear to rank the highest in schol- 
arship seems to show a causal relationship. Certainly, the logical 
analysis and the many data presented justify the acceptance of the 
hypothesis that FORENSICS BEAR A CAUSAL RELATIONSHIP 
TO SCHOLARSHIP! 
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who were debate coaches and advanced speech students, criticized 
each round orally and ranked the participants. 

In 1938, the local chapter of Pi Kappa Delta assumed responsibility 
for the clinic. The program and judging procedure remained essen- 
tially the same, but there was a marked inerease in participation. 
The number of colleges participating increased to 17. 

In 1939 several changes were made to adjust the meet more closely 
to the clinic idea. One competent judge was selected for each round. 
He was asked to submit to each contestant at the end of the round 
written constructive criticism, to add oral remarks, and to answer 
questions as time permitted. An attempt was made to realize the 
clinie idea, to make the meet serve the needs of speech students, to 
establish a speech hospital instead of a speech contest. More time 
was given visiting coaches to hear their own and other speakers. 

However, several problems remain. Drawing extempore speak- 
ing topics by a method that does not delay the schedule is sought. 
A president-proof calendar convenient to all entrants is needed. 

But more important than administrative mechanies is firm estab- 
lishment of the clinie idea in the minds of entering students and 
coaches. Evidence that participating schools consider the clinie a 
contest comes from two sourees. Students from other colleges report 
elaborate tryouts and ‘‘send-offs’’ for ‘‘representatives.’’ Publicity 
releases from the colleges verify these reports, and also reveal ac- 
counts of ‘‘winning first place’’ and ‘‘ranking high.”’ 

‘*As long as students and coaches consider the clinic a contest, 
teaching and learning, primary purposes of the clinic, are handi- 
eapped,’’ says Mr. Wilson. 


‘My ‘written constructive criticism’ reads ‘I liked you very 
much’ ’’ says a student orator. ‘‘Then I was ranked last. What’s 
this clinie for if not to help me improve my work?’’ 


According to present plans for next year’s clinic, colleges will be 
invited that will send judges willing to conduct a group discussion 
following each round. Judges will be encouraged to make specific 
constructive suggestions to every student, illustrating general princi- 
ples with concrete illustrations from the coneluded round. Judges 
will be asked to give signed written critiques to each student. Judges 
will be asked to make no rankings, ratings, or grades. No records 
will be kept, other than the written critiques given each student. 


‘*We hope in this manner to establish a functional oratory and ex- 
tempore speaking clinic that will give students the benefit of criticism 
from several judges. This plan should eliminate the contest idea and 
leap the hurdle to a successful elinie’’ concludes Mr. Wilson. 
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St. Olaf Entertains English Debaters 


JANE NELSON 


Minnesota Beta 


ow 


Leaving Europe’s popular pastime—war—in the background, two 
young Englishmen have crossed the Atlantic to enjoy for a few short 
weeks America’s favorite indoor sport—talking. After a speculative 
trip across the Atlantic, a hurried glimpse of New York’s dizzying 
heights, three verbal ‘‘work-outs’’ in St. Paul and River Falls, Wis- 
consin—Mr. George J. Bean and Mr. Victor Hugh Parkinson arrived 
at St. Olaf College, Northfield, Minnesota, on Tuesday, November 7. 

Mr. Bean and Mr. Parkinson were chosen by the National Union of 
Students of Wales and England to represent the English Universities 
in a series of debates to be held with various American colleges of 
the middle west. 

Mr. Bean, the leader of the team, was born in London in 1915, but 
‘‘emigrated’’ to Liverpool in 1927. After a brief experience in a 
produce broker’s office, Mr. Bean despaired of the produce business 
and entered Law School at the University of Liverpool in 1934. As 
Mr. Bean observed St. Olaf students in the confusion of pre-final 
week, he supplied them with the information that he had completed 
his last academic examination in October when he took his law finals. 
Despite the possibility of a change in residence to the Maginot Line, 
Mr. Bean is planning on resuming law work when he returns to 
England. 

Mr. Parkinson, the second member of the team, represents that 
loyal portion of England’s population which lives outside the Island. 
He was born in Aubum, New South Wales, Australia. It was not 
until July, 1937, that he arrived in Manchester, England, to begin 
work on his law course at the University. Mr. Parkinson hopes to 
complete his degree during the present session and to sit for Bar 
finals the following year. 

On Tuesday, November 7, Mr. Parkinson and Mr. Bean were the 
guests of St. Olaf College. Mr. Harold Ditmanson and Mr. Donald 
Eastvold represented St. Olaf College in a debate held Tuesday eve- 
ning in the St. Olaf gymnasium. 

Mr. Ditmanson is a sophomore at St. Olaf College with four years 
of high school and one year of college debating. Mr. Eastvold is 
beginning his third year of college debating and was a member of the 
men’s team which won the Northwest Debate Tournament last year. 
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The debate was on such a vital subject as, Resolved: That the 
American foreign policy shall be one of complete isolation. The audi- 
ence was alive with interest, and both teams were fired with an en- 
thusiasm which seldom characterizes an American debate. England 
could have found no better spokesmen of her ideals, dreams, and hopes 
than these two young Englishmen. And America would have had to 
look far before she found two people so determined for peace and neu- 
trality in America as these two young Americans. Perhaps the most 
characteristic factor of the entire debate was its sincerity. Mr. Bean 
and Mr. Parkinson were sincere with the polished eloquence of Eng- 
lishmen. Mr. Ditmanson and Mr. Eastvold were sincere with the 
pounding insistence of Americans. 


To the students of St. Olaf College the debate was more than just 
a mere test of English and American wit. It was their opportunity 
to see what the youth of England really thought about America’s 
part in the present European war. From the lips of those whom the 
war will really hit, the youth, St. Olaf students had the opportunity 
to hear what effect the war will have on their lives. And with the 
faith that youth accords only to youth, the opinions of Mr. Parkin- 
son and Mr. Bean were received with a good deal of interest. 


Of prime importance was England’s attitude toward America’s 
entrance in the war. The most encouraging piece of news to reach 
America from war-torn Europe was the assurance given by the Eng- 
lish debaters that England did not want America’s youth to fight on 
European soil. England and France, said Mr. Bean, have sufficient 
man-power to carry on a modern war; but today wars are fought 
with machines, not men, and England needs machines. The repeal of 
the arms embargo in America was England’s only plea for help. Now 
that that embargo has been repealed Mr. Bean’s reaction was, ‘‘ Eng- 
land hoped for nothing more. England asks nothing more.’ 


Both Mr. Parkinson and Mr. Bean felt they were representing 
the voung people of England when they said, there will be a lasting 
peace in Europe or there will be no peace. At least the men of Eng- 
land who move up to the front do so in the belief that eventually 
there will be peace for all of Europe. This time there will be no 
Versailles. 


This is an attitude which Americans are apt to scoff at because one 
vear of fighting in 1917-18 for the same purpose has made cynics 
of them. But the Englishmen are evidently harder to convince. After 
four years of fighting, 1914-1918, they’re willing to try again. What- 
ever St. Olaf students were thinking on the matter, they were hoping 
that no stray German bullet would find its way to Mr. Bean and Mr. 
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Parkinson because England will need men like that to frame a lasting 
peace. 

Pausing for a moment to discuss the immediate effects of the war, 
both of the debaters reported that University life in England con- 
tinues almost unhampered by the war. The forensic program, as 
well as other college activities, is being carried out in the usual fash- 
ion. The only material effect on the universities has been the re- 
moval of some of them from one part of England to another. The 
University of London is now scattered throughout various parts of 
England and Wales. This is also true of various other universities 
located in what are considered to be the danger spots of England. 
Outside of this migration—which is taking place in all the major cities 
of warring nations—there has been no ‘‘blackout’’ of education in 
England. 


Turning from the topic of war to the idiosynerasies of Americans, 
Mr. Parkinson gave a brief sketch of a visitor’s impressions of Ameri- 
ea. After once accustoming himself to the marvels of engineering 
that characterize New York’s skyline, Mr. Parkinson found American 
people immensely more interesting than American buildings. After 
a few more weeks of rushing to keep appointments and meet train 
schedules, Mr. Parkinson may find an answer to the question, 


‘*What’s all the hurry about in this country?’’ But by the time they 
reached St. Olaf, he was still a little bewildered about the pace of 
American life. 


Equally confusing to Mr. Parkinson was the amount of people who 
explained to him, ‘‘I’m Norwegian. I’m German. I’m Swedish.”’ 
By the time he reached St. Olaf College, there was one question rather 
dominant in his mind. ‘‘Don’t you have any Americans here?’’ 
This, of course, is worth thinking about. 


After having concluded that Americans could build the tallest 
buildings in the world; that Americans could talk and walk faster 
than anyone else in the world; and that there really weren’t any 
Americans; Mr. Parkinson turned to our colleges with a bit of amaze- 
ment. That anyone who wants an education can have a chance to 
work for that education is something almost unheard of in England. 
Mr. Parkinson had nothing but praise for the American policy of 
‘working your way through college.’’ 

St. Olaf would have enjoyed detaining her guests for another day 
or two, but the rush of American life demanded that they leave on the 
7 o’clock train Wednesday morning. In the few remaining weeks of 
their trip, they must visit such states as Texas, Louisiana, Iowa, Ken- 


Continued on Page 3 
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General Subject for the Extempore 
Speaking Contest 


at the National Convention 


. 


Democracy—Threats From Within and Without. The Same 
Subject for Both Men and Women. 


The Topeka convention in 1938 voted to give the local chap- 
ters a voice in selecting the national extempore speaking sub- 
jects. In accordance with that vote, the national secretary 
sent out a chapter letter early this fall asking each chapter to 
propose suitable subjects for the contests. These subjects 
were listed, 47 of them, and sent back to the chapters for a 
final vote. The result of that vote was as follows: 


For men: No. votes 
1. Democracy—Threats from Within and 
NPG ose ciincs: bis Laghgackccdouseeiiccscteesce iaaches a 
2. Edueation for a Modern World 
3 


The 1940 Political Campaign 

4. Propaganda .... 

5. Pan-American q...c...02..cccciccs ccs sic. 
Rights and Duties of Minorities...... 
Internationalism vs. Nationalism 
The Future of Capitalism ...... 
20th Century Political Philosophy 
Current Events 
Socialized Medicine 
Youth Problems .... ! 
and a single vote for each of nine other 
subjects. 

For women: 

1. Democracy—Threats from Within and 
Without ........ 

Edueation for a Modern World 
Propaganda : 

Women and War ........ 

The 1940 Political Campaign .. 
Internationalism vs. Nationalism . 
Youth Problems . 


— 
NmNNNNNwwus DO 





THE FORENSIC OF 


Socialized Medicine .... 

Married Women at Work 

The Logical Basis for Peace in Europe.. 
Pan-Americanism 

and a single vote for each of ten other 
subjects. 

Thus the Democracy subject won out for both men and 
women. The contestants will, of course, prepare themselves 
as well as possible on the general subject between now and 
convention time, March 25. One hour before time for them 
to speak in the contest each will be given an opportunity to 
draw a sub-topie and will have the hour in which to prepare 
the speech. There will be three rounds for everybody, with 
semi-finals and finals for those who make the best scores. 


Convention Expenses 


Entry fee: $1.00 per event entered. 

Convention registration fee: $2.00 per delegate. 

Travelling expenses: Depending on your distance from 
Knoxville, Tennessee. 

Eats: Usual prices (banquet ticket is covered by registra- 
tion fee). 

Hotel rooms: $1.50 per person per room at the Farragut 
and the Andrew Johnson; $1.25 at others, four in a 
room. 


Things to Watch Out for in the Rules 


Orations are limited to 1200 words, not counting articles. 
Typewritten copies of all orations must be sent to the 
National Secretary not later than March 8. Give the num- 
ber of words according to your account on the back of the 
manuscript. The oration given in the contest must con- 
form to the manuscript. 

All entry blanks must be filled in and sent to the National 
Secretary so as to show a post mark not later than March 
8, together with the entry fee of $1.00 per event entered. 
Do not send registration fees at this time; they are to be 
paid at the convention. Entry blanks will reach you 
some time in February. 

Members of the Student Congress may enter Oratory or 
Extempore Speaking but not Debating. 





PI KAPPA DELTA 


Convention Attractions 


OTTO PFLANZE 


Maryville College, Tennessee Alpha 


os 


Plans are rapidly progressing for one of the most unique conven- 
tions in Pi Kappa Delta history, to be held in Knoxville, March 25-29. 
Efforts are being made to liven up the gathering by putting more em- 
phasis on the social and cultural angles of the tournament. The 


INDIAN CAVE—TENNESSEE 


steady grind of the contests will be broken by the best East Tennessee 
has to offer in the way of entertainment. 

High spot of the convention will be a half day excursion through 
the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. P. K. D. delegates will 
follow the one hundred mile ‘‘Scenie Loop’’ road into ‘‘the most 
massive mountain uplift in the East,’’ viewing its 400,000 acres of 
virgin forest and towering peaks. This virtual paradise of giant 
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trees, rushing streams, rugged mountain tops, and breath taking 
scenic vistas has remained isolated, untouched through the decades as 
the westward-bound population streamed through the lower passes in 


the Appalachians seeking more accessible areas. Only recently have 
tourist boulevards been openee. up through this mountain fastness and 
its true beauty revealed to America’s motoring public. 

Destination of the P. K. D. earavan will be Clingman’s Dome, 
highest peak in the park, from which one of the world’s most spec- 
tacular views can be attained. There the delegates may gaze over the 
green camouflaged ridges and mountain tops that stretch out in 
profusion as far as the eye can see. You midwesterners who have 
seen little of mountains will be thrilled by the enormous expanse of 
land beneath you and by the wild beauty of the forested peaks covered 
with the blue haze from which the Smokies gets its name. 

From Clingman’s Dome the caravan will go back along the ‘‘Sky 
Way.’’ highest auto highway in Eastern America, to Newfound Gap, 
thence winding its way down the mountain to Gatlinburg, the park re- 
sort where the tournament dinner and dance are to be held. 

The trip to the Smokies is the only excursion that Pi Kappa Delta 
will make en masse, but there are many other points of interest in 
Knoxville and immediate vicinity that one can reach by a short 
jaunt between contests. Foremost among these perhaps is exhibit A 
of the Tennessee Valley Authority: Norris Dam. This much-dis- 
eussed government power project is only twenty-five miles from 
Knoxville. Behind it the waters of the Clinch River are impounded 
in beautiful Norris Lake with a shoreline of 1100 miles and an area 
of 83 square miles. You will be led through the power plant by a 
TVA attendant, and afterward you may ride through wooded Big 
Ridge Park and proceed through the model TVA community of Norris 
on the way back to Knoxville. 

However, if the delegate has time only for a few minutes walk. 
there are some points of interest within the city limits of Knoxville 
itself that will attract him. Just six blocks removed from the busi- 
ness section on the west side of the city is the University of Ten- 
nessee. A short climb up ‘‘the hill’’ will take the convention goer to 
the central part of the campus crowned by magnificent Ayres Hall. 
On the streets leading from the parking rank in front of Ayres are 
most of the other main buildings of the university. Over the brow 
of the hill on a lower level is the beautiful gymnasium and beyond 
it Shields Watkins Field where the coaching of Robert Neyland pre- 
pared the way for the rise of the Tennessee Volunteer football squad 
to national fame. 
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Or if even more rushed for time, you have only a block to go from 
the main business district to locate the Blount Mansion, historie strue- 
ture, that served as the home of William Blount, Governor of ‘‘The 
Territory South of the River Ohio,’’ from which Tennessee and other 
states were formed. This mansion was the first frame house built 
west of the Appalachian Mountains and today is filled with museum 
pieces valuable for their significance in the history of Tennessee and 
representative of the pioneer era in general. 

If you are interested in architectural beauty, you will not be dis- 
appointed in Knoxville. The costly new U. S. Post Office and Court 
House (where the student congress is to be held) is located on Main 
Avenue just removed from the business area. This structure, de- 
signed by a Knoxville architect and built of Tennessee marble. is the 
pride of Knoxville. One block further on Henley Street is the in- 
spiring Church Street Methodist Church. A triumph in Gothie 
architecture, this cathedral-like church is made of the incomparable 
Crab Orchard stone quarried on the Cumberland Plateau less than a 
hundred miles west of Knoxville. Kingston Pike is only a few min- 
utes drive further on and there you ean see some of the most beau- 
tiful homes in Tennessee. 

These are but a few of the plans and attractions for your entertain- 
ment during convention week. Rest assured that nothing is being 


overlooked that will add to your enjoyment of the 1940 national 
tournament. Knoxville and East Tennessee are arranging a conven- 
tion that no chapter of Pi Kappa Delta can afford to miss. 


If you wish to know the difference between an orator and an elocu- 
tionist—between what is felt and what is said—between what the heart 
and brain can do together, and what the brain can do alone—read Lin- 
coln’s wondrous speech at Gettysburg, and the oration of Edward Ever- 
ett. The speech of Lincoln will never be forgotten. It will live until 
languages are dead and lips are dust. The oration of Everett will never 
be read. The elocutionists believe in the virtue of the voice, the sub- 
limity of syntax, the majesty of long sentences, and the genius of gesture. 
The orator loves the real, the simple, the natural. He places thought 
above all. He knows the greatest ideas should be expressed in the short- 


est words—that the greatest statues need the least drapery. 


—Rosert T. INGERSOLL. 
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The Host 
Chapter 


TENNESSEE ALPHA 


ows 


The picture includes 
the Junior, Senior, and 
faculty members of the 
Tennessee Alpha Chap- 
ter, the host Chapter 
for the 1940 convention 
in Knoxville, Tennessee. 
Each of these has a spe- 

From left to right: Otto Pflanze, Robert Lamont, 


eifie assignment in 
Sara Lee Hellums, Vernon Lloyd, Prof. V. M. Queen 7 
er, George Webster, Harriet Miller, Arnold Kramer, Preparation for the con- 
and Arda Walker. Standing is Prof. A. F. Pieper. yention. 


THE TENNESSEE ALPHA CHAPTER 


Otto Pflanze and Sara 
Lee Hellums are working on publicity. At the convention they will 
have charge of the information desk and help Dr. Westfall with his 
bulletins. Mr. Robert Lamont is helping with the facilities for the 
Senate and will act as Chaplain of the Senate. Vernon Lloyd and 
George Webster are working on the radio outlets for the conven- 
tion. Lloyd works part time with WROL in ‘Knoxville. Harriet 
Miller and Arnold Kramer are working with Mr. Queener on secur- 
ing facilities—Kramer on contest facilities and Miss Miller on din- 
ners and the banquet. Arda Walker is secretary to Mr. Queener and 
looks after the correspondence and files of the whole set-up. Mr. 
Pieper, assistant coach, has been appointed on Dr. Betz’s judging 
committee and is now preparing a list of local judges. All of these 
people will be at the convention. Another member, Mr. Clifford 
Procter, is not in the picture. Four or more will be entered in con- 
tests as well as doing what they can to make the convention a success 
and a pleasurable event. 


‘‘The world mistakes money for wealth, excitement for pleasure, 
interference for influence, fame for wisdom, speed for progress, and 
volubility for eloquence.’’—Byron V. Kanaley, President of the Board 
of Lay Trustees of Notre Dame University. 
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Towa Does It That Way 


CUNERA VAN EMMERIK 


Central College, lowa Beta, Governor Province Two 
os 


At about the time Dr. Lasse was preparing his ‘‘Suggested Revi- 
sions in Contest Procedures’’ for the May, 1939, Forensic, The For- 
ensic Association of Iowa Colleges was experimenting with some of 
the very improvements which Dr. Lasse advocated. How much of 
this was coincident, I do not know; but I do believe, after having 
read Dr. Lasse’s article, the Pi Kappa Delta coaches will be interested 
in the lowa experiment. 

Throughout the entire tournament, awards were based on merit 
rather than on winning. Thirteen schools competed. There were five 
rounds of debate, three of oratory and of extempore, and only one 
round of after-dinner speaking and of poetry reading. Teams and 
speakers were scored 5, 4, 3, 2, or 1 to indicate the ranks of superior, 
excellent, good, fair and poor. At the end of the contest teams or 
speakers averaging a score of 4.5 or above were ranked superior ; 
3.5, excellent ; 2.5, good; ete. 

True, some of the coaches as well as some of the contestants regret- 
ted not picking a champion, but the results showed that the ranking 
system gave a better idea of the actual achievement of the individual. 
In poetry reading and men’s extempore there were no superiors; 
whereas in women’s oratory and in men’s debate there were two su- 
periors. In each of the other contests only one superior ranking was 
awarded. These might have been winners of first place. However, 
in every section of the tournament as shown by the number of su- 
perior and excellents there were more than two who might have con- 
tested for second and third places. 

Furthermore, an individual achievement blank was handed to each 
contestant or team at the end of the tournament. This year the 
achievement blank will be handed to the contestant immediately after 
the contest so that the speaker may have an ‘‘insight into his points 
of inadequacy and achievement’’ before he goes into the next round. 
These achievement blanks are made up with specific points on which 
the judge is expected to comment. This method serves the purpose 
better than scores because the student would have to know the judge’s 
standard in order to evaluate his points. But when the judge writes, 
for ‘‘Use of Voice’’—‘‘too high,’’ ‘‘harsh,’’ ‘‘pleasing,’’ the stu- 
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dent has a helpful suggestion. If the judge makes full use of these 
blanks, his work may approximate that of a critic judge. 

Iowa coaches are not fully satisfied with the system. The items 
on the achievement blank have not been weighted with the idea of 
scoring them and adding scores for ranking speakers. If judges try 
to relate the achievement blank and the rating blank in terms of 
scores, the presentation will get undue credit. At present, the pur- 
pose of the two blanks must be kept distinct. 

However, Iowa schools were so well pleased with the results of the 
first tournament, they want to continue the method. Already changes 
have been made and more will be made, but contestants will continue 
to be ranked as superior, excellent, and good instead of first, second, 
and third. 

The seven Pi Kappa Delta coaches from Iowa who are also in the 
Missouri Province were so pleased with the results of the first ex- 
periment that they induced Province Two to adopt the system for the 
1941 Provincial Tournament. The seventeen coaches of Province Two 
in turn have petitioned the National Council to try the method in a 
National Tournament. 

Maybe others have been experimenting along the same lines. We 
in Iowa and in Province Two would be happy to hear suggestions 
from others whether they have experimented with the system or not. 


ST. OLAF ENTERTAINS TWO ENGLISH DEBATERS 


Continued from Page 42 


tucky, and Arkansas. We of St. Olaf wish them a pleasant trip as 
they cross the unmarked and unpatrolled borders which separate 
the States of America. We sincerely hope with them that they may 
someday cross the States of Europe in the same manner. But we of 
St. Olaf did not need two Englishmen to convince us that youth the 
world over are not so very different—no so different that they need 
to stand on either side of a border and shoot each other’s brains out. 
on a leave of absence this vear. 


Drawing is speaking to the eye; talking is painting to the ear.— 
Joubert. 
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Directory ef Pi Kappa Delta Chapters, Presidents and Sponsors 


State 


Alabama 
Alabama College. 
Arizona 


Flagstaff Teachers. 


Tempe Teachers.... 
Arkansas 

Henderson 

Ouachita 

College of Ozarks 
California 

Redlands 

Cal. I. of Tech...... 


Tchrs... 


College of Pacific... 


U. €.. 
Colorado 

State College..... 

Greeley State... 

Western State..... 
Connecticut 

Univ. of Conn 
Florida 

Rollins 

John B,. Stetson 
Georgia 

College for Women 
Idaho 

College of Idaho 
Illinois 

Wesleyan U. 

Sureka 

Carthage 

Bradley 

Monmouth 

I S.N. U. 

McKendree 

North Central 

Shurtleff. 

Wheaton 

Western Teachers 

Augustana 

DePaul 

Northern Teachers. 
Indiana 

Franklin 


President 


Macy Diamond 


Richard Worthen.. 


King Broderick. 


Ida Nelle Daily...... 


William Boskum... 


B. Scarborough. 
Martin Pulich 
Martin Borden 


John W. Harrison 
Ernest O’ Byrne. 
Christene Sinding 


Melvin Weber.. 


Dick Baldwin 
Marg. Chester 
Morgan Beck 


Mike Milich 
Betty Lamp 
Edward Johnson 
Dick Smith 
Gordon Jackson 
Max Chiddix 


Robert E. Koehler 


Irving Wiseman 
John Eichon.. 
John C. Mowbry 
David Scanlon 
Robert Smith 


Arthur Turner 


Sponsor 


J. H. Henning 


Burdette Stampley 
Merle Ansberry..... 


Otis Whaley 
R. E. Daily 
Frank E. McAnear 


E. R. Nichols 
Ray E. Untereiner 
Edward Betz 
Wesley Lewis 


Robert T. Hall 
S. R. Toussaint 
Ralph J. Holly.. 


Andre Schenker.... 


Harry R. Pierce 
A. Hickman 


Henry H. Rogers.. 
H. H. Hayman 


Carl Wilson.. 
L. E. Norton 
M. E. Chapin 
Clara E. 
Jean Liedman 

F. L. D. Holmes 


F. Fadner 

Cc. L. Nystrom 
H. F. Schory 
Martin Holcomb 
Leo S. Shapiro 
W. A. Behl 


J. Daniel Kocher 


Krefting.. 


Address 


Montevallo 


Flagstaff 
Tempe 


Arkadelphia 
Arkadeiphia 
Clarksville 


Redlands 
Pasadena 
Stockton 
Los Angeles 


Fort Collins 
Greeley 
Gunnison 


Storrs 


Winter Park 
DeLand 


Milledgeville 
Caldwell 


Bloomington 
Eureka 
Carthage 
Peoria 
Monmouth 
Normal 
Lebanon 
Naperville 
Alton 
Wheaton 
Macomb 
Rock Island 
Chicago 
DeKalb 


Franklin 
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Iowa 


Wesleyan U. 
Central 
Morningside 
Simpson. 
Parsons.............- 
Upper Iowa 
Coe pesca 
Western Union 
Dubuque 
Drake. 

William Penn 
Luther 


Kansas 


Ottawa 

Washburn. 

ee itiiticeaes 
Southwestern 
Emporia Teachers 
Wesleyan............. 
Pittsburg Teache 
College of Emporia 
Baker. 

Sterling 

Bethany = 
Fort Hays State 
Bethel 


Kentucky 


Georgetown 
Centre 

Wesleyan 
Transylvania.......... 


Louisiana 


Louisiana College.. 
Centenary. 
Southwestern Inst. 


Maine 


Colby. 


Michigan 


Kalamazoo. 
Olivet. 


State College 
State Normal..... 
Univ. of Detroit 


Minnesota 


Macalester..... 
St. Olaf.. 


Virgil Lyon.... 
Edw. Huibregtese.. 
Ruth Olsen. 
Elmerine Sherman 


Frank Bauder....... 
Dwight Dahmes..... 
Harold Nagel 
Ruth Frisby.. 
Roy A. Clark 
Ruth Roberts 


Paul Roten 
James A. McLain.. 
Bill Keogh..... 

K. McCaffree......... 
Gene Rice 


Jim Campbell 
Ed Beauchamp 


. Carol G. English 


B. Lacquement 
Sene Carlile... 
Elmer Ediger 


Harold Wainscott. 
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Waldo W. Braden. 
C. Van Emmerik.... 


M. B. Miller 
Nelda C. Kurtz 
Gladys Hause 
M. Erickson 

J. Dale Wesch 


G. B. Kemper......... 
. D. C. Eyssen..... 
John Gabrielson.... 


Alice Moe 
F. C. Gamelin 


Evan A. Reiff. 


G. S. Fulbright...... 


Norman Webster.. 
LeRoy Allen 
eo. R. R. Pflaum 


Donald W. Calhow 


J. R. Pelsma 
L. M. Westover. 
Floyd K. Riley 


James G. Barton... 
Kenneth Johnson.. 


James R. Start. 


E. L. Harshberger. 


Carl R. Fields..... 


. Dr. Leese 


Evelyn Pfanstiel... 


Lee Jarrell 
Robert Webster.. 
King Alexander 


Virginia Ellison.... 
Jack Saunders....... 
Ruth E. Huber..... 


Ford Messamore. 
Ed Saxon.. 


E. O. Wood 


Bryant Davidson... 


Harry DeLaRue.... 


Herbert C. Libby... 


Lyman §S. Judson... 


William Schrier.... 
J. D. Menchhofer.. 


Michael Kinsella... 


Harold Levander 
Orville Dahl 


Mt. Pleasant 
Pella 

Sioux City 
Indianola 
Fairfield 
Fayette 
Cedar Rapids 
LeMars 
Dubuque 
Des Moines 
Oskaloosa 
Decorah 


Ottawa 
Topeka 
Manhattan 
Winfield 
Emporia 
Salina 
Pittsburg 


. Emporia 


Baldwin 
Sterling 
Lindsborg 
Hays 
Newton 


Georgetown 
Danville 
Winchester 
Lexington 


Pineville 
Shreveport 
Lafayette 


Waterville 


Kalamazoo 
Olivet 
Holland 

East Lansing 
Ypsilanti 
Detroit 


St. Paul 
Northfield 





PI KAPPA DELTA 53 


Evan E. Anderson. St. Peter 
Charles Templer... St. Paul 
O. P. McElmeel..... St. Paul 
W. F. Schmidt....... Moorhead 


Gustavus Adolphus Neale Nelson 
Hamline Jane Kottke 
Saint Thomas......... Robert Short 
Concordia.. Loyal Netteland... 
Mississippi 
Millsaps 
State College 
Missouri 


Roy C. Clark 
James F. Scroggin T. T. Brackin. 


Ven. L. Wharton.... Jackson 
State College 


Westminster 


John C. Stone 
Jack Oliver 
Sam Baskett..... 


J. B. Reeves.... 


Carl Dallinger...... 


John Randolph 


Fulton 
Parkville 
Fayette 


William Jewell..... s P. Caspar Harvey.. Liberty 
Culver-Stockton...... William Herod...... Cedric L. Crink Canton 
Central Teachers.... Louise Snyder....... Ben R. Craig Warrensburg 
Northeast Teachers. C. Cornwell, Jr...... S. J. Collins.......... Kirksville 
Southeast Teachers Ruby Barks Forrest H. Rose... C. Girardeau 
Northwest Teacher J. P. Kelly............ Maryville 
Missouri Valley.. Dwight Pasek........ Marshall 

Montana 
Polytechnic Inst..... 
State College 

Nebraska 
Wesleyan 


Arthur W. Seebart Billings 
Bert B. Hansen..... Bozeman 


Enid Miller. Lincoln 

T. S. Oppenheim.... Crete 
Ben Rogge.. Leroy T. Laase Hastings 
Addah J. Ludden... J. D. Hansen Kearney 
Harold Hixson....... Albert H. Burrows Chadron 


PR cia cancrassncs 
Kearney State.. 
Chadron State 
North Carolina 
State College.......... 
Wake Forest 
Asheville Teachers 
Lenoir Rhyne 
North Dakota 
Jamestown 
Ohio 
Baldwin-Wallace. 


. Edwin H. Paget.... Raleigh 

. George E. Copple.. Wake Forest 
Asheville 
Hickory 


. Gene Worrell 
Sara Hensley. 
Peggy Setzer. 
Charles Anderson.. Jamestown 


Wm. McFarlane... 


Heidelberg 
Pe iaiceccwane 


Univ. of Akron..,.... 


Otterbein 
Marietta 
Bowling Green. 
Univ. of Toledo 
Kent State 


Marjorie Meade 
Don Patterson. 
Paul Conrath 


Dana T. Burns 


- H. D. Hopkins..... 


Harold Davis. 


Ota Currie.......... ; 


J. F. Smith 

M. R. Patterson 
Upton Palmer 
James Holm 

G. H. Orians. 


Berea 

Tiffin 

Hiram 

Akron 
Westerville 
Marietta 
Bowling Gree 
Kent 

Toledo 


Oklahoma 
A. & M. College 
Ne iicdicicen egies 
Rc iiticatasnnas 


Murl Rogers... . Harry H. Anderson Stillwater 
W.B. Epperson, Jr Russel Grow 


Lee B. Spencer Shawnee 
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N. W. Teachers... 
Okla. City Univ. 


College for Women 


East Central Tchrs. 


Southeast Teachers 


Central Teachers 
Oregon 
Linfield. 
Pennsylvania 
Grove City 
St. Vincent 
Univ of Puerto Rico 
South Carolina 
Presbyterian 
Winthrop........... ‘ 
South Dakota 
Wesleyan Univ. 
Huron.. 
Yankton ‘ 
State College..... 
Sioux Falls... 
Northern Teachers 
Augustana 


Eastern State Norm 


Tennessee 
Maryville 
Tusculum 
Johnson City Tchrs 
Texas 


Southwestern Univ. 


Trinity 

East Texas Tchrs. 
Howard Payne 

M. Hardin-Baylor 
Texas Christian. 
North Texas Tchrs. 
Hardin-Simmons 
Baylor 


Sam Houston Tchrs 


San Marcos Tchrs. 
Stephen F. Austin 
Teachers 

Virginia 

Farmville State 
Washington 

Col. of Puget Snd. 
West Virginia 

Wesleyan 


Aurice Huguley 
Bill Smith... 
Sibyl Stacy 

Foy Lewis 

Jack Powell. 
Lois Stiles......... 


Jon Adams 


H. Preston Pew. 


D. W. Hudson 
Mary Daily 


A. H. Langland 
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O. W. Rush 

F. H. Mossman 
Clarice Tatman.... 
D. J. Nabors 


. T. A. Houston...... di 


John H. Green 


R. D. Mahaffey 


H. McC. Burrowes 
Cosmas Minster. 
Richard Pattec...... 


Hugh Holman.... 
Warren G. Keith 


Buren H. Robbins. 
E. T. Volkert 
William C. Lang... 


. George McCarty.... 


Nan Coon.... 
Philip Banks....... 
Bernice Jensen...... 


Joseph Snead 


B. F. Buchanen 


Louise Blackwell 
Rufus Whitley 
Gordon Carpenter. 
Leonce Stephenson 
George Camp.. 
Travis Scott. 
George Taylor 


Lorana Moomaw... 
Margaret Gilstrap.. 


Roberts Johnson 


Harold M. Jordan. 
P. J. Harkness. 
Hugo Carlson.. 
J. W. Headley 


Verton M, Queener 
M. E. Jones..... 
Robert B. Cox 


T. H. Marsh 

J. L. Kerby 
Maud Webster 

O. E. Winebrenner 
Thelma Robuck 
C. A. True... 

T. B. Hyder 

W. A. Stephenson 
Glenn R. Capp 
Earl Huffor., 
Hugh F. Seabury 


Thomas E. Fergus 
J. E. Walmsley. 
Chas. T. Battin 


Harold N. Ahlgren 


Alva 
Oklahoma City 
Chickasha 
Ada 

Durant 
Edmond 


MeMinnville 


Grove City 
Latrobe 
San Piedras 


Clinton 
Rock Hill 


Mitchell 
Huron 
Yankton 
Brookings 
Sioux Falls 
Aberdeen 
Augustana 
Madison 


Maryville 
Greenville 
Johnson City 


Georgetown 
Waxahachie 
Commerce 
Brownwood 
Belton 

Fort Worth 
Denton 
Abilene 
Waco 
Huntsville 
San Marcos 


Nacogdoches 
Farmville 
Tacoma 


Buckhannon 
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Wisconsin 


Neil Walsh....... Bruno E. Jacob..... Ripon 
Carroll..... : Fred Alexander Vernon Utzinger Waukesha 
Oshkosh Teachers.. Mabel Fratzke N. S. James . Osbkosh 
River Falls State... A. J. Osborne Walker D. Wyman River Falls 


““C’EST LA GUERRE’’ 


The scheduled debate trip to 
England by two members of Pi 
Kappa Delta, representatives of St. 
Thomas, Minnesota Epsilon, has 
been indefintely postponed, accord- 
ing to Professor Owen P. McEl- 
meel, the veteran St. Thomas de- 
bate coach. ‘‘C’ est la guerre.’’ 


The men chosen to go are Rob- Owen P. McElmeel, Robert Sheran, 
William Quinn. 


ert Sheran and William Quinn. 

Sheran is a resident of Minneapolis and Quinn of St. Paul. Sheran 
is the private secretary of Chief Justice Gallagher of the Minnesota 
Supreme Court and Quinn is assistant U. 8. District Attorney of the 
Minnesota Federal District. 

Sheran was a member of the team winning the finals at Houston, 
Texas, Pi Kappa Delta National Convention, in 1936. He and his 
team-mate, Abe Kaplan defeated the fine Baylor team for the cham- 
pionship. Quinn was a member of the St. Thomas team at the Tulsa 
Convention, reaching the quarter finals in debate. As a team this 
pair won the Northwest Debate Tournament in 1933. Sheran was 
also a winner of the Northwest Tournament in 1935 and 1936. Quinn 
won also in 1932. 

The British team, which has just visited St. Paul, has advised us 
that if it were safe to make the voyage, it would then be possible to 
earry out the trip. The English, Scottish, Welsh, and Irish Univer- 
sities, which are usually included in the itinerary, are functioning 
throughout the war, and will be ready to meet the American team 
any time they feel it is safe to go over. It is possible that the trip 
will yet be made. The time originally chosen was May and June, 
1940. Conditions may yet permit the tour. 
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Where inconsistencies cease from troubling and logic is at rest 


A Formula for Permanent Peace 


‘*‘We young people are determined that not one atom of hate for 
the German people shall enter our hearts, and that, if we win the war, 
a just peace shall be made.’’ Excerpt from a letter written by Una 
M. Clark, who last year as an Exchange student from England at- 
tended Oklahoma College for Women.—The O. C. W. Trend. 

—- 

A man may be eloquent as long as he is expressing information. 

When he speaks beyond his knowledge he is only voluble. 
.- 

He was an interesting speaker. Instead of handing down in a 
positive manner things that he had learned long ago, he went on a 
mental excursion into what to us appeared to be unexplored fields. 
He was apparently startled at the new and exciting facts he discov- 
ered. He took us along to share in his discoveries. 

sidlien 

Let those ambitious debaters who feel that they must keep talking 
after the final bell remember that Hitler is alive today because he 
quit fifteen minutes early. 


—@— 


‘*In a fascist nation where the leader does all the talking, popular 
expression is not important; in fact it is not desired. But in a Democ- 
racy where every citizen is expected to vote and to have an opinion 
regarding public issues, popular expression is necessary.”’ 


Oe 
WAR 


‘*You did not know what it was all about. You never had time to 
learn. They threw you in and told you the rules and the first time 
they caught you off base they killed you.’’ 

—Ernest Hemineway, “A Farewell to Arms.” 
ae 

His speech was powerful, not because of its beauty, but because it 
was in harmony with principles of truth and righteousness which he 
knew, and made others feel, are eternal, and therefore to be followed. 

—Macaunay, “Essays.” 
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A good magazine should be able to select the best from an ample 


supply of manuscripts. The popular national magazines are said to 
use only about one per cent of the manuscripts submitted to them. 
Often the Forensic is hard put to fill its pages. This issue is an 
exception. The editor was not able to use all the copy he had on his 
desk. In the interest of a more readable and a more useful maga- 
zine, we hope that this condition will continue. We invite contribu- 
tions. We desperately need stimulating professional articles, stories 
about individual and chapter achievements, and good pictures. If 
you want to make your magazine better, see that the editor has at 
least twice as much copy as he ean use. 

The editor wishes to thank the many chapter correspondents who 
have supplied him with news. He appreciates their faithful work 
and has enjoyed his correspondence with them. At present the editor 
receives news from less than half the chapters and college papers from 
less than one third. He would appreciate receiving news regularly 
from the others. There is much in this issue about the activities of 
some chapters but nothing about the forensic achievements of others. 
While Minnesota colleges keep their state on the map, there is 
no forensic news from Maine, Florida, Pennsylvania, and Montana, 
to mention only a few of the states not heard from. It is the editor’s 
ambition to have at least one news item about each chapter in each 


issue. 
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WATERMELONS AND DEBATING 


For the past four summers Evalyn Briscoe and her sister Lucille 
have maintained a stand in MeCook, Nebraska, and sold watermelons 
which their father grows near Mustang, Oklahoma, and trucks to 
Nebraska. By doing their share of the work in the family business 
the girls have earned part of the money which has sent them to school 
at Oklahoma College for Women, where both have won their Pi Kappa 
Delta keys as debaters. 

Perhaps there is a relationship between guessing the weight of 
watermelons (as all melon sellers learn to do) and weighing an op- 
ponent’s arguments. At any rate, debating is good preparation for 
salesmanship, Lucille thinks. ‘‘In a watermelon stand,’’ she says, 
‘vou have to answer a lot of questions, and you have to point out the 
superiority of your own product without saying anything bad about 
your competitors. It’s very similar to building up your own debate 
ease while maintaining a generous attitude toward your worthy op- 
ponents!’’ 

Evalyn was graduated from O. C. W. last spring, receiving a B.S. 
degree in Commerce. She is now a high school teacher and debate 
coach at MeLoud, Oklahoma, and is planning to study law. Three 
loving cups which she helped to win will keep her memory green at 


O. C. W. She holds the degree of Special Distinction in Pi Kappa 
Delta. 

Lucille is a sophomore this year, majoring in library science, and 
deeply engrossed just now in the study of America’s foreign policies. 


**How Much Progress?’’, the oration of Edmund Linn of Wesleyan, 
Iowa Alpha, which last year won the state Peace oratorical contest, 
was one of seventy-two manuscripts submitted in the national con- 
test, where it was awarded third place. 


Picturesque phrases: ‘‘Just now it is being slain by its apostles, 
whose broncho excesses have redounded to its discredit.’’—Hartwick, 
The Foreground of American Fiction. 
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Louise Burns and Ida Nelle 
Daily, Ouachita, Arkansas Beta, 
for the second time, won the wom- 
en’s division of Millsaps Debate 
Tournament, December 1-2. They 
defeated Winthrop, South Caro- 
lina Delta, in the finals. Miss 
Burns is a sophomore and Miss 
Daily a junior. Both are speech 
majors. Both will be heard at 
Knoxville. 


Robert Short and Edward Larkin, Minnesota Epsilon of St. Thom- 
as, with their coach Prof. Owen P. McElmeel, will leave January 29 
on a debate trip which will carry them to the Pacifie coast. They 
have scheduled fifty debates with forty colleges and universities. 
They also plan to participate in the Mid-West debate tournament at 
the University of Oklahoma February 6. Among others they have 
scheduled contests with the universities of Montana, Idaho, Washing- 


ees 


ton, Oregon, California, and Arizona. This trip ‘‘is expected to give 


the team valuable preparation for the national Pi Kappa Delta con- 
vention in Tennessee this spring.’’—The Aquin. 


Morgan Beck, Bill Lewis, Dale Temple, and Bake Young, constitut- 
ing two teams of the College of Idaho, tied for first place in Idaho- 
Oregon speech tournament at the Southern Branch of the University 
of Idaho December 8-9.—The College Coyote. 


Alda Gregory, North Carolina Delta at Lenoir Rhyne, won the 
Dixie championship in both poetry reading and extempore speaking 
at the Strawberry Leaf tournament at Winthrop, South Carolina 
Delta, December 7-9.—The Lenoir Rhynean. 


Pittsburg Teachers of Kansas and the Springfield Teachers of 
Missouri presented an exhibition debate before the Kansas City meet- 
ing of the Missouri and Kansas debate coaches October 21.—The 
Collegio. 


Charles H. Tennyson, former East Texas Teachers, Gamma chapter, 
debater, was elected president of the Texas State Teachers Associa- 
tion December 1.—The Dallas Morning News. 
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Mr. Archibald Pieper, former Tennes- 
see Alpha debater and a frequent win- 
ner of speech contests, has returned to 
Maryville College after receiving his law 
degree from the University of Texas last 
Spring. Mr. Pieper is serving in the 
eapacity of Political Science professor 
and assistant debate coach. Mr. Pieper 
attended two national conventions as a 
Maryville debater, at Lexington as a 
sophomore and at Houston during his 
senior year. At Houston, Mr. Pieper 
and his colleague, Paul Hartman, were 
eliminated by the National Champions, 
St. Thomas, in round nine. 


This year Nebraska Wesleyan’s high- 
Thad Eure, Secretary of State  egt student office—the presidency of the 
of North Carolina, and Bedford ‘ . e" . " 
W. Black, three times speaker of College Couneil—w ill be filled by A. 
the Student House of Represen- Jefferson Croft, senior member of the 
tatives in Raleigh, N.C., and for- varsity men’s debate squad and state B 
mer speaker at the first National c > ° ° 
Student Congress in Topeka, @Xtemporaneous speaking champion in 
Kansas. The gavel was a present 1939. Croft is also president of his so- 
of ‘ -onventi , . . . . . 
ee ae cial fraternity, serves as vice-president 
on the Inter-Fraternity Council, as co- 
editor of The Wesleyan Who Book, and as treasurer of Blue Key, 
senior men’s honorary. 


The Iowa Peace Oratorical contest was held at Central College, 
Pella, December 8, with 10 colleges participating. Wartburg was 
first, with Dubuque second, and Iowa Wesleyan third. In the extem- 
poraneous speaking contest, held in conjunction with this, Central 
won first, with Coe and Iowa State Teachers tied for second. 


Nebraska Wesleyan University opened its debate season at William 
Jewell Invitational Tournament November 4. Harland Kelly and 
James Tipton were one of the five undefeated teams. Squad averaged 
seventy-five percent wins. 


Clarence Kemp and Claire Collingsworth, Central Teachers, Okla- 
homa Iota, were one of the four undefeated teams in the junior college 
division of the Southwestern debate tournament December 1-2.— 
The Vista. 
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The Fourth Annual Battle Royal Junior Debate Tournament will be 
held at Arkansas Beta the last week-end in February. The meet is 
conducted with the idea of encouraging less experienced and non- 
professionalized debate teams. Besides the regular divisions for men 
and women there are separate divisions for both inexperienced men’s 
and women’s teams, and also a mixed division. Some unique features 
will be that teams will advance to the elimination debates solely on 
the basis of ratings; there will be ‘‘B’’ divisions the second day for 
all who fail to survive the first day’s eliminations; at least seven 
teams will be given first place individual rewards; and Ouachita Col- 
lege will furnish a free dinner, free lodgings and free admittance to 
an annual three-act play. 


The Minnesota Zeta chapter, located at Concordia College, is spon- 
soring two speech events for the month of January. The Epiphany 
Orations, on missions, will be open to all students of the college and 
will involve fifteen contestants. The Freshman-Sophomore oratorical 
contest, including orations, extempore speaking, poetry reading and 
dramatic reading, will attract twenty contestants of these two classes. 


Nebraska Alpha received word recently that Paul Reiber, 1935, 
had received a $400 scholarship from Harvard Law College. This is 


Reiber’s third year there. While at Wesleyan, Reiber won two state 
debate championships, the state Old Line oratorical, the state Peace 
oratorical, and reached the finals in oratory at Lexington. He placed 
third in the Old Line the following week in Chicago. 


For the second consecutive year, Nebraska Alpha entertained the 
Lineoln High debaters at an intra-squad practice tournament on 
the Wesleyan campus November 8-9. Varsity debaters criticized 
twelve teams in twenty-four debates, and ranked the Lineoln High 
debaters. Last year the two Lincoln High debaters selected as best 
by Wesleyan debaters won four major titles. 


Two province governors are officers in the Forensic Association 
of Iowa Colleges: M. B. Miller, secretary-treasurer. C. Van Em- 
merik, president. 


George Brinegar and Max Chiddix, Illinois Eta at Normal Univer- 
sity, opposed the British debaters November 21.—The Vidette. 


Prof. S. A. Sandven is Director of Speech Activities at Iowa 
Central, taking the place of William Gould. 
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THE DIXIE TOURNAMENT 


The seventh annual Dixie Tournament 
sponsored by The Strawberry Leaf So- 
ciety of Winthrop, South Carolina Del- 
ta, was held December 8-9. More than 
250 delegates from 30 colleges in eight 
states participated. Two social events 

‘high - light- 
ing’’ the 
tournam ent 
were the lit- 
erary society 
buffet sup- 
per and the 
“weddin g’’ 
s y m bolizing JANE UNDERWOOD 
the forensic 


union of the colleges. Joe Palamoun- 


tain of Dartmouth was the ‘‘groom’’ 


and Sally Lathrop of Winthrop was the 
‘*bride.’’ 


BOB GOLDBERG Bob Goldberg of Wake Forest. North 
Carolina Beta, and Jane Underwood of 
the University of Alabama were selected 

as the best debaters of the tournament. Fred Brutschy of Dartmouth 
and Virginia Montgomery of Alabama were second. Other champions 
were: Impromptu: Ralph Brumet of Wake Forest and Shirley Kil- 
gore of Virginia Intermont. Problem solving: B. F. Marshall of 
Alabama Polytechnic Institute and Mavis Wilson of Catawba. Ora- 
tory: Earl Hunt of Eastern Tennessee State Teachers and Georgia 
Baylis of Virginia Intermont. Extempore: Gorman Jones of the 
University of Alabama and Alda Gregory of Lenoir Rhyne. After- 
dinner speaking: Weston Hatfield of Wake Forest and Rheba June 
Long of Virginia Intermont. Winthrop and North Carolina State 
won the direct clash debate championships.—Mary Darby, President, 
South Carolina Delta. 
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The third annual student assembly convened in the halls of the 
North Carolina legislature October 27. There were more than two 
hundred delegates representing twenty colleges in Canada, Cuba, and 
many of our own states. Joe Tally of Duke was elected president of 
the senate. For the third time Bedford Black of Wake Forest served 
as speaker of the house. State and national problems were consid- 
ered. Bills taken up dealt with proposals to grant the governor power 
to appoint his own cabinet, to require every citizen to have a medical 
examination every three years, and to compel federal employees to 
pay state income tax. Much attention was given to the question of 
national defense, taking up such things as a two-ocean navy, defense 
of the Panama Canal, and inereasing the size of the army and air 
force.—The News and Observer. 


In recognition of their having participated in the first direct clash 
debate on February 23, 1932, five former debaters were given awards 
on the steps of the state capitol in Raleigh, North Carolina, just be- 
fore the opening of the student legislative assembly October 27. Pro- 
fessor E. H. Paget, director of forensics at North Carolina State, was 
also given an award in recognition of his work in planning and or- 
ganizing the direct clash debate plan. The debaters were Leonidas 
Smith, Carl Ousley, and Harold Deaton of Wake Forest, and Lonnie 
Knott and Dwight Stokes of North Carolina State. All of them were 
present. The awards were presented by Dr. Warren Keith of Win- 
throp, South Carolina Delta.—Old Gold and Black. 


Harland Kelley and James Tipton, Nebraska Wesleyan, composed 
one of the three teams to come through the William Jewell, Missouri 
Delta, tournament undefeated. The other two teams were from Oma- 
ha and Creighton, both Nebraska colleges. The tournament was held 
November 4.—The Wesleyan. 


The annual debate tournament of the Minnesota Intercollegiate 
Forensic Union, held at St. Cloud Teachers College on December 
15-16, was won by Concordia College. Moorhead, Minnesota, with 
nine victories in ten debates. 


Twenty Texas colleges and universities participated in the San 
Mareos, Texas Lambda, debate tournament December 8-9.—The Col- 
lege Star. 


Heidelberg tied for third in the Ohio state debate tournament at 
Capital University, Columbus, December 8-9.—The Kilikilik. 
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PKD Leaders at North Texas State Teachers College 


Texas Eta Chapter, under the direction of Bullock Hyder, debate 
coach at North Texas State Teachers College, has taken the campus 
leadership in the activities celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of the 
college. 

Members of the debate squad participated in the eighth broadcast 
of the Golden Jubilee Series being presented weekly over WFAA, 
Dallas. Giving a panel discussion based around the Pi Kappa Delta 
question for the year, ‘‘Can the U. S. avoid entering the war either 
economically or military?’’ were Gordon Carpenter, Jack Robbins, 
Carrol Ellis, Norman Bagwell, Nelma Williams, Betty Jane Timblin, 
Durwood Dyche, and Harold Fergerson. 

Outstanding individually as well as collectively, Pi Kappa Delta 
members are prominent in campus activities. Chosen from among the 
3000 students on the campus to be represented in Who’s Who in 
American Universities and Colleges, are all four members of the 
men’s and women’s senior debate teams, Gordon Carpenter, Jack Rob- 
bins, Fay Cooper, and Helen E. Powell. Setting a precedent for 
freshman leadership, the president of the ‘‘fish’’ class for the past 
two years has been an active debater. Carrol Ellis, 1939 president, 
was also selected as a school favorite and is this year sophomore repre- 
sentative on the Athletic Council. The present freshman president, 
Norman Bagwell, along with Betty Jane Timblin, was ranked on 
one of the ten leading teams at the National Forensic League tour- 
nament held in Los Angeles this summer. 

Continuing their participation in the Semi-Centennial Celebration, 
the Texas Eta Chapter has been scheduled for further broadcasts 
over WFAA, will be hosts to an invitation high school tournament in 
January, and will participate in an extensive intercollegiate program. 


Ralph Fjelstad, who won special distinction in debate at Concordia 
College, Minnesota Zeta chapter, is at Northwestern University this 
year on the Norman Wait Harris fellowship. He is working for the 
Ph.D. degree in political science. 


Mary Joy Lane and Janet Miller, lowa Wesleyan, went through the 
Freshman Debate Tournament at Cedar Rapids undefeated December 
8-9.—Tiger. 


A monthly college forum is sponsored by the Student Council at 
Hope, Michigan Gamma.—Hope College Anchor. 





PI KAPPA DELTA 


Many Miles and Many Words 


Texas Lambda, Southwest Texas 
Teachers at San Marcos, reports a suc- 
cessful forensic season. The squad of 
thirty-six speakers traveled an aggre- 
gate distance of 28,000 miles in Texas, 

Oklahoma, and Louisiana, spoke more 

than a million words in over 200 inter- 

collegiate debates, ranked between first 

and fifth in five state and interstate de- 

bate meets, and won first honors in two 

extempore speaking contests. Kathleen 

Shelton Jones, a junior, won the cham- 

pionship in women’s extempore speak- 

ing at Baylor University and in the Pro- 

vincial Meet held last Spring at Pine- 

ville, Louisiana. Miss Jones holds the 

degree of Special Distinction in the Or- KATHLEEN JONES 
ders of Debate and Oratory. Hattie 

Mittendorf, a sophomore who holds the 

degree of Honor in Debate, W. R. Rucker, a freshman who holds the 
degree of Fraternity in Oratory and Debate, and Clyde Willbern, 
a junior who holds the degree of Special Distinction in Debate, rated 
highest in debate in the Second Annual Intercollegiate Forensic In- 
stitute at San Marcos where fifteen colleges and universities partici- 
pated in exactly 100 debates. 

Besides eleven members of Lambda Chapter who engaged in for- 
ensics this past year, there were twenty students who qualified for 
membership in Pi Kappa Delta. Working with them as faculty spon- 
sors and members of Pi Kappa Delta were Drs. Hugh F. Seabury 
and M. L. Arnold, and Professors H. M. Greene and Dallas S. Wil- 
liams. Dr. Seabury is Head of the Department of Speech and Di- 
rector of Forensics. 

David F. Votaw, Alfred Wilson Nolle, Roseoe Adkins, and H. M. 
Green, Jr., former members of the San Marcos, Texas, forensic squad 
and members of Texas Lambda Chapter, are studying at the Univer- 
sity of Texas for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy. 

John W. Brandstetter, degree of Special Distinction in debate, is 
teaching speech and coaching debate in the San Jacinto High School 
in Houston. His girl’s team won the championship in debate in the 
Texas Interscholastic League last year. Mr. Brandstetter accepted a 
scholarship to study radio in education in New York City. 
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NOTES FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK 


Honors for the first Extempore Speaking topics sent in go to Iowa 
Theta, Coe College, and Nebraska Delta, Hastings; their responses 
came in on the same mail, only two days after the eall went out. 
Final votes in selecting the topies came first from Coe, second from 
Dubuque, and third from Morningside. 


Maurice Costello, who has been doing the coaching at St. Vineent 
College, Pennsylvania Beta, has been promoted to the Deanship of the 
college and has turned the active coaching over to Cosmas Minster. 
Mr. Costello will still keep in close touch with the work. He hopes 
to be able to attend the convention at Knoxville. 


8 rm eae emer me ene eee ee —_——_— << = = <a a a a a a em en aD aD % 


Correction: The financial statement for the individual 
chapters has $72 credited to Grove City that should have been 
eredited to Carroll. The reports for those two chapters should 
read: Grove City, Fees $50, Keys $8.50, total $58.50; Car- 
roll, Fees $40, Keys $59.30, total $99.30. 


& a ee ee ee ee: ow. ee ee ee ee ee ee oe ee o's 


Dr. H. B. Summers, Director of Forensics at Kansas State, was on 
leave of absence during the first semester of this year doing survey 
work for the National Broadeasting Company in New York City. 
During his absence Norman C. Webster was in charge of debating 
at Manhattan. 


Sixty teams from twenty schools participated in the non-decision 
debate tournament at Gustavus Adolphus, Minnesota Gamma, De- 
cember 8-9.—The Aquin. 


Morgan Beck and Bill Lewis won the twenty dollar Walters debate 
prize in the intramural tournament at The College of Idaho.—The 
College Coyote. 


Arthur Swanberg, a freshman, won the public discussion contest 
at Illinois Pi, DeKalb Teachers.—The Northern Illinois. 


Harold Wainscott, Georgetown, Kentucky Alpha, placed second in 
the state Peace oratorical contest.—The Georgetonian. 
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Mid-South Debate Tournament 


The Arkansas Alpha chapter at Henderson State Teachers College 
and the Arkansas Beta chapter at Ouachita College, both of Arkadel- 
phia, will be hosts to the tenth annual Mid-South Debate Tournament 
to be held February 9th and 10th. The official Pi Kappa Delta ques- 
tion will be used. This is strictly a debate tournament with one di- 
vision for men and one for women. 


Councilman Verton M. Queener, who is handling arrangements for 
the convention in Knoxville, announces that blanks for hotel reserva- 
tions will be sent out around February first. Five hotels are being 
used. As the convention will tax the capacity of Knoxville hotels, it 
is urged that each chapter use the blanks to indicate in advance the 
accommodations it needs. This will make it possible for the committee 
to get delegates most advantageously located. Those who show up at 
the convention without reservations may find it difficult to seeure the 
type of accommodations they desire. 


St. Thomas, Minnesota Epsilon, met the British debaters, George 
Bean and Victor Parkinson, in two debates, November 3 and 5. The 
American speakers advocated a policy of complete isolation. One de- 
bate was held on the campus. The second was given Sunday evening 
in a down town hotel before a select audience of adults. Many took 
part in the discussion which followed the debate. 


Former National President George R. R. Pflaum, who recently un- 
derwent a major operation, is again meeting his classes at Emporia 
Teachers, Kansas Zeta. Glenn Lowe is assisting Dr. Pflaum. The 
Kansas Zeta chapter is sponsoring an active speaker’s bureau which 


provides speakers for organizations all over the state.—Donald J. 
Tate, Historian. 


Norman C. Webster, debate coach at Kansas State, the Gamma 
chapter, began the season with a squad of twenty debaters, half of 
whom. were experienced men. 


Doane, Nebraska Gamma, has scheduled its fourth annual High 
School Forensic Week-end for February 23-24. 
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Five of the sixteen students recently 
nominated by the Board of Deans of 
South Dakota State College as eligibles 
for mention in Who’s Who Among Stu- 
dents in American Colleges and Univer- 
sities are prominent in forensics. They 
include Curtis Severson, president of 
the Students’ Association; Edward Ol- 
son and Irwin Johnson, president and 
vice-president of the South Dakota Del- 
ta chapter of Pi Kappa Delta; and Gor- 
don Carlson and Glen Ritterbusch, Jr. 


Winners of cash prizes as the out- 
standing freshman and upperclass de- 
baters at South Dakota State were Rob- 

Barbara Dailey, Macalester, ert Vessey and Irwin Johnson. 
Minnesota Alpha, who last year F 


as a freshman won the women's 


state oratorical contest and the » . 

extemporaneous speaking contest Congressman Karl Mundt, a former 
» incial t ament. 

Eee ena  urnament- debate coach and a member of the South 

well dressed young ladies will be « . 

wearing. at Knoxville’ during Dakota Theta chapter, recently spoke at 


March. South Dakota State. Life in Washing- 
ton has been agreeing with him. 


Edgar E. Stanton, Jr., debate coach last year at Presbyterian, 
South Carolina Beta, is doing graduate work at the University of 
Michigan. Hugh Holman, the former Presbyterian coach, has re- 
sumed his duties there. The forensic group is planning a debate 
trip through South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, and 
Louisiana. 


To me, a dangerous idea or proposal is one which does not fit the 
facts, is therefore unsound, but is accepted by large numbers of peo- 
ple unquestioningly, and is able to attract ever more people. 

I believe that truth can make a good showing in the presence of 
error. The American way is to answer unsound doctrine with true 
doctrine. Unsound ideas become less dangerous when the light of 
publie discussion plays upon them freely.—J. W. Studebaker, U. S. 
Commissioner of Education, in Western Speech. 
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More than two hundred students from 23 eolleges participated in 
the third annual Mid-West speech tournament at Kirksville Teachers, 
Missouri Theta, December 1-2. Clifton Cornwell and Lundy Allen 
of the entertaining school, Jack Oliver and Harry Stiles from Park, 
and a Wentworth Military Academy team went through undefeated in 
the men’s debate tournament. Dorothy Shrader and Janet Clark, 
Park, Missouri Beta girls, won the women’s tournament. Ruby Arn- 
old of Simpson, won the Ted Malone prize in the contest to read, ecom- 
pose, and understand poetry. Arnold Prater won the original poetry 
reading contest with his poem ‘‘Houn’ Dawgs Kin Talk.’’ Frank 
Bauder of Coe, Iowa Theta, won the after-dinner speaking contest. 
Teachers College Inder. 


Hastings, Nebraska Delta, by winning eleven out of its twelve de- 
bates, ranked among the top teams at the Omaha tournament Decem- 
ber 8-9. So far this vear seventeen Hastings students have made 
three debate trips, winning 35 out of 42 debates, approximately 84 per 
eent. So far there has been no duplication of personnel on any of 
the trips. In commenting on their record, Dr. LeRoy T. Laase, the 
debate coach, said, ‘‘ Despite the fact that we have used more speakers 
than ever before, this is the best pre-season record that Hastings de- 
baters have ever made.’’—Hastings Collegian. 


The intercollegiate speech tournament sponsored by the Western 
Association of Teachers of Speech was held at College of the Pacific, 
California Delta, November 24-25. Representatives from 41 colleges 
in eight states competed. Redlands won from College of the Pacifie 
in the finals of the men’s senior tournament.—Pacifie Weekly. 


A men’s and a women’s debate team from Drake, Iowa Mu, barn- 
storming to the Pacifie coast, met College of the Pacifie teams in 
Stockton December 14.—Pacific Weekly. 


Phi Rho Pi, honorary junior college forensie fraternity, will hold 
its national convention March 18-21, at Weber College, Ogden, Utah. 
—The Phi Rho Pi Persuader. 


Virginia Van Grop, Central, Iowa Beta, won the poetry reading 
contest at the Kirksville tournament December 1-2.—The Central 
Ray. 


North and Southwest Teachers, Texas Eta and Lambda, tied for 
honors in the San Marcos tournament December 8-9.—The Vista. 
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Kenneth Berger, former debater who graduated last year from St. 
Olaf, Minnesota Beta, is now holding a fellowship at the University 
of Minnesota, where he is doing graduate work in speech. He is 
coaching debate and teaching a class in speech.—The Manitou Mes- 
senger. 


The first all-school extempore contest, sponsored by the Debate Soci- 
ety, was held at De Paul, October 23-24. James Tully, winner of the 
freshman contest, and David Pickovitz, winner of the senior college 
contest, were presented pen and pencil sets —The De Paulia. 


Should Alabama College students be graduated on the basis of a 
comprehensive examination given during their senior year was the 
subject of the intramural debates at Alabama Beta. The discussion 
eaused an uproar in the student body.—The Alabamian. 


Among the ten Hamline students named for listing in Who’s Who 
Among Students in American Universities and Colleges are three 
members of the Minnesota Delta chapter, Jane Kottke, James Carl- 
son, and Curtis Larson.—The Hamline Oracle. 


‘* Are we being educated ?’’ was the topic used in the third annual 


George Strawn Memorial Discussion Contest sponsored by the Illinois 
Pi chapter at Northern Illinois Teachers.—The Northern Illinois. 


Robert Newell and Russell Van Dyke of Nebraska Delta have 
been selected for listing in Who’s Who Among Students in Ameri- 
can Universities and Colleges.—Hastings Collegian. 


Over 150 ‘‘Jueo’’ (Junior College), debaters from thirty colleges 
in six states participated in the tournament at Pittsburg Teachers, 
Kansas Theta, November 17-18.—The Collegio. 


John Shinn and Warren Hilfiker, Ohio Beta, were named from 
Heidelberg for listing in Who’s Who Among Students of American 
Universities and Colleges.—The Kilikilik. 


The practice session of the debate tournament of the Ohio Confer- 
ence was held at Heidelberg, Ohio Beta, November 17-8.—The Kili- 
kilik. 

The Red River Valley tournament will be held at Concordia Col- 
lege, Minnesota Zeta, February 8-10, 1940. 
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East Central State Teachers, Oklahoma Eta, conducted a speech 
clinie for high school debaters October 14. The clinie was designed to 
provide the debaters with information on the question, a discussion 
of debate technique, and opportunity for practice. Miss Martha 
Moore of the publie relations department of the Frisco railroad came 
from St. Louis to present information about the railroads. Debate 
coaches discussed theory. Two teams of Oklahoma Eta debaters gave 
a demonstration debate on the high school question which deals with 
government ownership of railroads. Besides the debate tournaments, 
there were contests in poetry reading and radio speaking. 


James Swanson and Russell Van Dyke, Hastings, Nebraska Delta, 
were among the five undefeated teams in the senior division of the 
Southwestern, Kansas Delta, debate tournament December 1-2. Bay- 
lor and San Marcos Teachers, Texas Iota and Lambda, supplied two 
of the other undefeated teams. The other two were from the Uni- 
versity of Omaha.—Hastings Collegian. 


Arizona Beta at Tempe entertained the University of Arizona with 
a debate tournament October 28, with eight teams from Tempe and 
seven from the university participating. The two schools will hold 
a second dual tournament in January. 


An innovation in the weekly assembly program at Pittsburg 
Teachers, Kansas Theta, was provided when six students frem the 
speech class discussed reforms and improvements they recommended 
for the college.—The Collegio. 


Hattie Mittendorf and Winona Butler, Southwest Teachers, Texas 
Lambda, and a team from Baylor, Texas Iota, were the only women’s 
teams to come through the Southwestern tournament undefeated.— 
The Vista. 


Ruth Grogan and Gene Kennedy, Illinois Omicron, are co-editors 
of their college paper, The De Paulian. Three other members, Gene 
Majewski, John McCullough, and Jules Sherman, write columns. 


George McCarty, debate coach at South Dakota State and former 
national president, addressed the October meeting of the Southwest 
Wyoming District Educational Association at Rock Springs. 


The British debaters met the River Falls Teachers, Wisconsin 
Delta, November 6. 





THE FORENSIC OF 


Book Review 


ows 


Representative American Speeches: 1938-1939. Selected by A. 
Craig Baird. New York. The H. W. Wilson Company. 1939. Pp. 
265. $1.25. 

In the preface to his collection, Professor Baird denies that the 
speeches he presents are necessarily the ‘‘best speeches’’ of the year. 
They are representative speeches and they are good speeches. To the 
question, How do you determine when a speech is good?, he replies 
that a good speech is a synthesis of four elements, the speaker, the 
speech itself, the audience, and the occasion. Every one of the twen- 
ty-eight addresses presented justifies its presence in a collection of 
speeches representing the best in America during the past year. 

Five types of addresses are presented: forensic, legislative and 
deliberative, pulpit, demonstrative and ceremonial. and radio. All 
of them were presented at important occasions and each is the utter- 
ance of a recognized master of the platform. In fact, the reader 
will be impressed by the absence of any but well known names. Since, 
obviously, no one man could listen to or examine all the speeches pre- 
sented in America during the vear, the editor has apparently turned 
to a list of the famous speakers and tried to get from them examples 
of their best work. This volume is the oratory of orators. No un- 
known Patrick Henry forced his way into the chosen assembly. 

This volume is of special interest to members of Pi Kappa Delta 
for several reasons. It demonstrates convincingly the restrained, 
logical, informational type of speaking which at present is most in- 
fluential in America. It is edited by a member of Pi Kappa Delta, 
and three of the addresses are by Senator Josh Lee, who is a mem- 
ber of the society. 

We are presumptious enough to offer the editor one suggestion. 
Without in any way detracting from the high quality of the addresses 
here presented or in challenging the right of a single one to appear 
in such a collection, we should like to urge the editor another year 
to consider some of the fine examples of student speaking. We have 
listened to student speeches which were made on important occasions 
by able speakers to a listening audience, speeches which would not 
suffer by comparison in such a selection of representative American 
addresses. The inclusion of an example of student oratory might be 
an encouragement to our coming orators, some of whom are prepar- 
ing themselves to carry on after Senator Borah, President Butler, and 
Harry Emerson Fosdick have completed their work. 





